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The EMDC UK wishes all their members a Happy New Year 2015.
We hope all our members and their dogs had a wonderful festive period.
First and foremost I would like to thank Sandra Mateus for all the lovely newsletters she was able to create for us, her work is greatly appreciated :)

I will now take the opportunity to introduce myself as your new newsletter editor.
6–10 My name is Ana and you may remember me from the
picnics and AGM as the short blonde girl with all the fun
games which make for some very funny moments :)
11-15

I first became a member of the EMDC in 2013 and have
Health Page
16-18 felt very welcome by all of you, so I would also like to
say thank you for being such a warm, fun and friendly
Club Events
19 club.
Zuki da Casa Das Thuyas at
I have been in contact with Estrela’s through my older
2months old in Portugal.
brother who has his own kennel in Portugal and has
Fun Pages
20
This was the day I chose
been breeding Estrela’s for over 15 years, all his dogs I
Zuki to be my new best
feel a great love and respect they are like family memfriend.
Rescue Page
21 bers to me.
In November 2012 I was finally able to bring my own Estrela to the UK called Zuki
da Casa das Thuyas. He came with just 4 months at the time and is now going to
be 3 years old in July. In our household we also have Jake the Pomeranian who is 1 years old and our 4 cats
(Chelsea, Joey, Teddy and Simba). It is very safe to say our house never feels
empty :)
It is my pleasure to be able to bring you a couple of new articles and ideas to
the newsletter to which I hope that you enjoy reading.

Jake the Pomeranian arrives at the household.
Here only 3months old
meeting his very large
brother for the first time

What I ask of you is that you also contribute
so that I can share your news with all the
members, so please do send me news, photos
etc.

My email is anaritauk@hotmail.co.uk
Zuki da Casa das Thuyas at
present
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This page will be dedicated to all new puppies. We want to hear about any new puppies being born in the UK
or puppies arriving from outside the UK.
Please send in any new puppy stories to me at anaritauk@hotmail.co.uk we all love to see a puppy face :)
T h e i a
O w n e r s

d a

Q u i n t a

M i c h e l l e

D a

L i r i a

M e n d e s

&

D a v e

K e m p t o n

Q1: The first time you saw an Estrela?
Was in March 2014 during a walk in Hampstead Heath, London. A 4 year-old girl was carrying a female
EMD on the leash and I immediately approached the father asking questions about her. My friends who
were with me on the walk are from Porto, Portugal, and told me all they knew about the breed - one of
them grew up with Estrelas as his grandmother had many. I was in love. I immediately told Dave I had
found the perfect breed for us and tried my best to describe how it looked like, how they aren't THAT big
and don't need much space or exercise contrary to what most people might think. Dave wasn't very sure
and wanted to see one of the dogs in the flesh first, so on the very same day I started my research about
breeders. I'd soon be moving from London to Cheshire and would finally be able to live in a house and fulfil both our dreams of having a (large) dog.
Q2: The chosen breeder...
I must admit it was not easy to find information about the breed in UK sites. Luckily, I speak Portuguese
and most of my research was made through Portuguese websites and Facebook
pages, but I was still lost as to whom I should approach with puppies' enquiries. I
stumbled at the EMDC UK event flyer on Marcia Dovey's website, advertising a
friendly barbecue in May 2014 for all fans of the breed. It was the perfect opportunity for Dave and I to meet more Estrelas and ask all we needed to know from
their owners. We were not disappointed. Everyone was extremely friendly, passionate and sincere about the breed and its personality. Dave immediately fell in
love with a young adult male, Zuki da Casa das Thuyas, an import from Pedro Silva's kennel in Portugal. We were lucky Pedro was there on the day, he was very
approachable and told us all we wanted to know about this formidable breed. Pedro mentioned some reputable breeders in Portugal such as Suzette da Mota Veiga
e Esperança Dias. I approached the latter on Facebook after visiting her page and
noticing a litter had just been born on 19th May - Dave's birthday! Sadly Esperança told me all puppies
had been reserved and that she'd tell me when a new litter would be planned. I
could not wait and carried on searching. I contacted Francisco Silva, another reputable and well respected breeder in Portugal, as he also had a litter with puppies
available. I still could not take the image of the mother of Esperança's litter (Urze
da Quinta da Liria) out of my mind, but started considering Francisco puppies who
were also of great quality. A couple of weeks later I got a message from Esperança saying one of the female puppies had become available as the person who had
reserved it preferred to wait for a litter later in the year. I was sad to upset Francisco, but I was in love with those puppies, and the mother, and the fact they were
born on Dave's birthday had a special meaning to us. And that's how Theia entered our lives and the long wait for her arrival in the UK started.
Q3: Theia's arrival
While we waited for Theia, Esperança was of great help always telling us updates about the puppies,
sending us photos, and patiently answering all my questions and (long) phone calls. On 12th July I had a
chance to visit the Quinta da Liria's kennel as my connection flight from Brazil to Manchester meant a one
night stay in Lisbon.
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It was an strenuous journey but after a 11 hour flight and 3 hour train journey,
Theia was in my arms. She was the only puppy that stopped by me and allowed
me to pet her. We connected at first sight and I like to think Theia chose me
just as I chose her. I only stayed there for a couple of hours and it was time to
jump on the train again, but I it was enough time to bond with Theia, her loyal
guardian Jobi, the mother Urze, and my new friend Esperança.
A few months after, and we were once again very lucky for
Pedro Silva and Ana Rita Vidal offer to bring Theia with two
of their adult dogs that were going to compete in a show in
Richmond. We'll never be able to thank them enough for
looking after Theia so well in her tiresome journey to the
UK. Ana Rita kept sending us photos and updates and Theia did very well in the long
journey, she felt at ease in their company, especially bonding with Pedro's little daughter, Eva. On 3rd September 2014 the long wait ended and we collected Theia from their
house in North London. It was one of the happiest days of our lives and Theia bonded
with us immediately. On our first night together with her, Dave and I kept waking up to
check on her and we could not believe how she did not cry once, everything was new
to her, and she took it all in with immense trust.
Q4: Theia's adventures so far….
It's hard to believe Theia has only been with us for five months. We have had so
much fun, and achieved so much together. So many great friendships have
been born, even across oceans as I talk daily to Andrea who owns Theia's sister,
Sylvie, and lives in a North Carolina. Not to mention the special connection we
have with her breeder, Esperança. We've met so many lovely people in the UK
who love the breed and have been helping us entering shows to promote This
amazing breed here.
Theia's personality seems to be of perfect fit for the show world as she loves a
party! She's also been doing very well in her obedience classes.
From her 4 months to 9 months of age, here's a little timeline of Theia's
achievements:
November 2014 - Puppy Course Completed.
January 2015 - Kennel Club's Good Citizen Bronze Award Completed; 2nd Place Minor Puppy Bitch at Manchester Championship Show which qualified her for Crufts!
February 2015 - Best Puppy in Breed; Best Puppy Pastoral Group; Reserve Best Puppy in Show at Huddersfield and DCA Open Show.
March 2015 - we look forward to Crufts!
The last five months have been an amazing journey of discoveries for us and for
Theia. All the three of us learn together every day. Theia reminds us the beauty of
staying in the present and enjoying what life offers us in each moment, each walk,
no matter the weather. We feel blessed for having her in our lives and we struggle
to remember how life was before her arrival. We feel very proud with all that we
have achieved so far with the shows and her obedience classes, but the Theia we
love is not a trophy animal that collects rosettes and awards. We love the real
dog, the pet that just wants to be one of the family and enjoy life.
Thanks for reading a little about our story. We hope you enjoyed it.
Love from Theia, Dave and Michelle.
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A new introduction to the newsletter is the breeder’s page. In every issue I will try to get an article
about past and present Estrela breeders both from Portugal and from the UK.
C a n i l Q u i n t a
P o r t u g a l

d a

L i r i a

Q1: Who are you and where do you live?
I am Esperança Dias and I live in Alcains / Fundão, very close to the Estrela Mountain
range, in the centre of Portugal. Some years ago we moved from Lisbon to the countryside where we had some friends who had an Estrela Mountain Dog.... I simply fell
in love for this breed.
I must say that from my early childhood, I was completely fascinated by cats, horses
and dogs.

Q2: Why did you name your kennel "Quinta da Líria"?
In 2002 I was ready to apply for a kennel name, and submitted two: one
was Casa da Sequoia, which was the name of the largest tree in our
property and the other was Quinta da Líria; Líria is the name of a small
river that flows in our property and that gives the name to it. The second
was accepted...
Q3: When did you get your first Estrela?

Reno: He showed us just
My involvement with the Estrela Mountain Dog started by pure “accident”; it
how marvellous the
started in 1985 with one very nice long-haired male I met at my friends home:
breed Estrela is!
“Lord” was his name. When I moved to the country and had the right conditions to get one of my own I visited Lord’s breeder and from there came our
first Estrela… Reno de Vila Aradas, in Spring 1994. He joined our family at the
age of 8 weeks.
He grew up with our children who were at that time, 4, 5 and 8 years old. Very
fast he became their protector. He was so beautiful, powerful, noble, courageous, patient, loving…

Q4: Why did you take an Estrela?
As I said before, my involvement with the Estrela Mountain Dog started by
pure “accident” when I met my friends’ Estrela.
Actually I believe that everyone who gets involved with the Estrela Mountain Dog is seized with a "virus". I
have experience with several “types” of dogs and I can tell you that the Estrela’s are something very special!

Q5: How about your children and the Estrela's? (If you
have any)
As I said before our first Estrela very fast became our children’s
protector.
The Estrela is a good friend to the kids. He is strongly attracted to
them and allows them to do things he wouldn't tolerate from
adults.
He is extremely patient with them, playful and very protective.

Page 5

EMDC UK Newsletter

Q6: How long do you breed Estrelas?
It wasn't until we got our female Kika da Quinta da Cerdeira, in
2001 that my dream of getting my own breeding started. During
8 years I essentially did a lot of research, tried to talk to knowledgeable breeders who were willing to share, help and guide a
new breeder... I went to dog shows and then came my first litter.
I only breed when I feel I can make an improvement in my breeding stock: I do not produce pups for profit. The litters I've had
myself come out to less than a litter a year.
Breeding Estrelas for me remains a passionate hobby. I do it
because I admire the beauty of the dog; I am intrigued and
respectful of the history behind it. As a Portuguese, from a region very close to the Estrela Mountain I am
also most definitely committed to contribute to preservation and perpetuation of these dogs, as they are an
important part of our national Identity.
“An Estrela is no
I must confess that breeding for me, is also a way of having puppies at home…
Estrela without
having both looks
and brains so
Q7: The perfect Estrela. How does it look?
both is equally
Answering this question is not easy as everybody has his or her own opinion about a dog or a
important. Ideal
bitch. For me, the most important thing is that a dog has to be both mentally and physically
temperament for
sound and it has to be of good breed type.
me is ‘lamb and
My ideal Estrela is a heavy dog, with large bones, large, powerful body, legs and head, impressive but very agile able to do his original work, heavy-looking with light but vigorous movements, wolf’ in the same
self-assured, calm with guarding, working instinct. For the temperament I liked very much the
body, with the
way Linda Sjötun expressed her opinion:
ability to know
“An Estrela is no Estrela without having both looks and brains so both is equally important. Ideal when to be a
temperament for me is ‘lamb and wolf’ in the same body, with the ability to know when to be a
lamb or a wolf.”
lamb or a wolf.”
- Linda Sjötun

Q8: What things are important, in your opinion, in breeding Estrela's?
Breeding is primarily a matter of testing. No one can predict for certain, that a given combination will turn
out good or another bad. What does it say in the Old Testament? "You shall judge them by their fruits!" One
should always look at the offspring and not judge on the basis of
show records alone...
For me, the most important thing is that the dog/bitch comes
from a background that you can trace back. I like when a great
deal of information is known about he bloodline over a period of
several generations.
Breeders should study genetics, anatomy, morphology, nutrition...they should have a mixture of technical and empirical
knowledge. Being a hobby breeder doesn’t mean (as some of our
breeders think and say...) we don’t care about bettering the breed
and that we don’t do the right things...
Breeding do can be faced as a hobby!
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share with you some of my thoughts and ideas about our beloved breed, the Estrela, Sincerely, Esperança Dias.
You can contact Esperança on her email at quintadaliria@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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Its that time of the year again. Crufts one of the largest dog events in the world is back.
And to commemorate such an amazing show I thought I would do some investigating and find out a little
bit more about it. So I found this very interesting timeline.
Timeline
1891 – The first Cruft’s show in that name takes place at the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington with 2,437
entries and 36 breeds.
1918–1920 – Cruft’s is not held due to the First World War.
1928 – Best in Show award starts. The first winner is a Greyhound called Primley Sceptre.
1932 – First female owner of Best in Show, Lorna Countess Howe with Labrador Retriever, Bramshaw Bob.
1936 – Charles Cruft celebrates his Golden Jubilee five years early, breaking the 10,000 entries mark for
the first time.
1938 – Charles Cruft dies. His widow, Emma Cruft takes over the running of the show.
1942-7 –Cruft’s is not held due to the Second World War.
1948 – The first Cruft’s Show under Kennel Club auspices takes place after Emma Cruft gives over control.
Held at Olympia, it proves an immediate success with both exhibitors and the public, with eighty-four
breeds entered, almost double the number of breeds at the first Cruft’s in 1891. Since then Crufts has increased in stature year by year, now attracting around 200 breeds annually.
1950 – Cruft’s first televised by the BBC.
1952 – The death of King George VI on 6th February threatens the possibility of the cancellation of Cruft’s
for that year but the show is allowed to take place two days later.
1954 – Electricians strike action leads to the show being cancelled, as electricians refuse to disconnect the
stands from the previous show held at Olympia, and the venue can therefore not be cleared to make way
for the Cruft’s.
1955 – Cruft’s becomes an Obedience Championship Show. Working Sheepdogs are entered, becoming
the first crossbreeds to compete at Cruft’s. Crossbreed dogs are now a central part of the show, taking part
in a wide range of competitions including agility.
1961 – Entries break the 15,000 mark for the first time
1972 – During the Winter of Discontent, Cruft’s 1972 takes place under subdued lighting and with an abbreviated catalogue due to the 3 day working week which had been enforced. As one commentator says:
“For two days every visitor was able to forget the troubles of the world.”
1974 – Cruft’s changes to Crufts, during a rebrand as it is decided that the apostrophe is no longer needed.
1978 – Agility first demonstrated at Crufts.
1979 – The show moves to Earls Court as the increasing number of entries had the show outgrowing its
former venue at Olympia.
1980 – First official Agility competition at Crufts - with the move comes a new atmosphere at the event.
1982 –The show is extended to three days to accommodate the increasing numbers of dogs and spectators.
1985 – The Kennel Club Junior Organisation is launched. Now the Young Kennel Club (YKC). Its competitions form an important part of the current dfs Crufts show.
1987 – The show is extended to four days to accommodate further increases in the number of dogs and
spectators.
1988 – More than 110,000 people come through the doors making Crufts not only the biggest Dog Show,
but also the most popular show to be held at Earls Court.
1990 – Flyball first demonstrated.
1991 – Crufts Centenary Show is held at its new venue, the Birmingham National Exhibition Centre - the
first time the show had moved from London.
1992 – Mary Ray demonstrates her fast moving Heelwork to Music routine. She is now a regular performer
at the event.
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1994 – Discover Dogs area is introduced to Crufts as part of the Kennel Club’s commitment to encouraging
responsible dog ownership, enabling dog loving visitors at the show to find out more about the different
breeds and how they may fit into their lifestyle. Good Citizen Dog Scheme Ring introduced to Crufts, enabling dogs to demonstrate their pet obedience credentials, and owners their responsible attitude to dog
ownership, through obtaining a range of certificates from bronze to gold.
2000 – Rescue Dog Agility introduced to the show, enabling rescue dogs to shine in the fun and fast paced
demonstration.
2001 – Crufts moved from March to May due to Foot and Mouth disease. The International Agility Competition takes place at Crufts for the first time.
2004 – The popular competition Friends for Life Competition first appeared, then called Hero Dogs. The
popular annual competition ensures that man's best friend gets the recognition he deserves for bravery,
support and companionship. The Southern Golden Retriever Display Team appears at Crufts for the first
time and this has been part of the event every year since.
2007 – As the event continues to grow, the Arena is used for the first time, for competitions including Agility, Friends for Life and Best in Show.
2008 – Crufts develops its own Facebook page, now with more than 35,000 fans. Cani cross, canine cross
country, is introduced to Crufts for the first time as people look for ever more ways to get fit with their
dogs.
2009 – Crufts streamed online for the first time and became the most watched channel on You Tube in the
UK. The Health Zone is introduced, with breed and scientific experts providing information and advice
about breed health and scientific advances. Judges are given the power to remove unhealthy dogs from
the show ring and show monitors may report dogs that they fear are unhealthy to the show vet, who can
order their exclusion from competition. Breed rescue charities, the unsung heroes of the dog world are
given a high profile area, so that the public could find out more about their work. They are supported by
the Kennel Club Charitable Trust.
2010 – dfs becomes the principal sponsor and the event is renamed dfs Crufts. More 4 becomes broadcast
partner, providing one hour of footage a night and two hours on Sunday.
2011 – The Health Zone is renamed Breeding for the Future which, run in conjunction with the Animal
Health Trust, includes information about the latest work that the Kennel Club and the Animal Health Trust
are conducting to improve breed health. dfs Crufts 2011 sees the launch of the revolutionary Mate Select service. This service allows breeders to check the potential outcome of hypothetical matings online so
that they can work out which matings will maintain genetic diversity and therefore be best for the future
health of their breed and ultimately, which matings will produce the healthiest offspring. Get Fit With Fido
2011 launched in partnership with Rosemary Conley Diet and Fitness Clubs - the campaign aims to help
dog owners to find new and interesting ways to keep themselves and their dogs fit and healthy. Display of
Bull Breeds from Wood Green Animal Shelter in the Good Citizen Dog Training Scheme Ring to highlight
the plight of these dogs, often bought as status symbols and then abandoned. More4 named as broadcast
partner for 2011.
2012 – As an additional safety net to complement the 2009 vet checks, it is announced that Best of Breed
winners and champions in the 15 high profile breeds, which may have a tendency to suffer from health
problems due to exaggerated features, will need to be vet checked before their awards are confirmed
from Crufts 2012 onwards

I hope that everyone enjoyed getting to know those Crufts facts.
Now I know that there are some of you who can identify with some of those dates either because you
watched it on TV when you were younger, or have actually exhibited at the show. I wanted to put an appeal to our members if you have exhibited at Crufts in the 80’s or 90’s we would really like to share some
of those moments if you have any pictures or stories for us. Please do email me at anaritauk@hotmail.co.uk I really look forward to reading your stories.
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Crufts 2015 Snap Shots
I was lucky to be able to attend Crufts this year. I have to say that it was nice to see so many dogs turn
up specially Imports from Portugal. The Judge this year was Mr J Horswell a Hound dog judge. Mr Horswell was an excellent judge for the breed. I have here the official results and some photos from the
day.
The EMD Club UK would like to leave a huge congratulations to Luis and Fatima Ramos and their family
on the qualifications of their dog Tuga das Terras D’Cister who won Best of Breed and going through to
the Pastoral group judging, where they made breed history by being shortlisted to the 8 finalists by
Judge Mr Vic Salt.

Estrela Mountain Dog Best of Breed Crufts 2015
Tuga Das Terras D’Cister
Owner - Mr Luis Ramos
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Here are a few snap shots from the day at Crufts 2015
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Our Secretaries report in review of the past few months:
We are already a quarter of the way through this year, it doesn't seem possible. Crufts was a really
good day and the Judge certainly found the Portuguese dogs amongst the entry. The Judge was Jeff
Horswell who is always a courteous judge and so good with the dogs. He found his BOB in Luis & Fatima Ramos's young dog Tuga Das Terras D'Cister who is two and a half years old. Luis was stunned by
his BOB and we were all so pleased for them. As we were late into the ring as usual they had to get to
the collecting ring fairly quickly and what an entrance they made into the big ring. Tuga and his dad
looked as if they had been out there a hundred times before, an absolute credit to the breed. Imagine
everyone's delight when Tuga was shortlisted to the last 8 in the Group at Crufts, history was
made. This couldn't have happened to a nicer family and long may their reign continue.
The club is starting to wind up now for the next year of events and as always we are looking forward to
the AGM/Fun Day, this year we are also having some fun classes which any breed present can enter. We have meals provided again this year by caterers so we need to have your pre-order if you
would like to eat. All details are available on the website.
Rescue is building up again and we have assisted in one re-home and are trying to re-home a young
bitch at the moment. Rescue is very close to our hearts and I can never thank those that take these
dear dogs for us enough, it isn't always easy. The Kennel Club bid is getting closer to being submitted so
the process will start, we are most unlikely to get accepted at our first try and probably for a few more
but at least the wheels will be in motion.
I am hoping to see lots of you in May and if not at the first Picnic. I am sure that you are all enjoying the
spring weather while it lasts so now we must just hope for another nice day in May.
Marcia

The Estrela Club Shop:
We have a wide range of Estrela related items for sale. Some of the items we have are Polo shirts, Tshirts, Sweat Shirts for adults and kids. We also have The Estrela Mountain Dog Book, Clocks, Notepads,
Key rings and many, many more items.
Some items may be out of stock so please get in touch and we can send you an item list with prices and
an order form. All of the club items can also be bought at all club events. Please email me at
anaritauk@hotmail.com and I can pass an item list with an order form to fill out and pass on to Marcia.

The Estrela Cross Stich Shop:
Sandra Mateus was kind enough to have made a few items for the 40th Anniversary AGM /Fun day back
in May. There are still a few Cross stitch pieces still available. These are handmade One-offs from her
own design and will not be repeated. All proceeds go to the Estrela Rescue Fund.
If you would like a price list and an order form again please email me at anaritauk@hotmail.co.uk and I
can pass these to you.
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I would like to take a chance to write about the experience we had bringing some
of our dogs from Portugal to the UK for competition in September 2014.

From Portugal

Spain

We started our journey to the UK on the 1st September 2014. We packed the car and got the dogs ready
France
for this 1.250 mile journey. It was a very out summer
day in Portugal so we decided to leave after lunch as
To UK
we were going to make a quick stop in Fundao, Portugal to pick up Theia as she was coming to meet her
new family in the UK.
We left Fundao, Portugal at around 4pm so that it would be cooler for the dogs to travel in. This
way we would cross the whole of Spain by night. We entered Spain at 6.25pm
and I remember that it was still around 20 odd degress at this time.
Everytime we travel with our dogs we plan our trip so that we are able to stop
every 4h so they are able to come out of the trailer, stretch their legs for a bit
and drink some water. All the dogs were doing very well when we stopped in
the evening for a little rest, Theia was such a good girl at only 4months old. She
adapted very well to the trailer and was very comfortable with us handling her
and being with the two older dogs. In Spain the roads are
excellent and we don’t pay any tolls. You can also find service stations every 20km. They are not the most modern
and you don’t always find English speaking staff but they
are very convenient for a cup of tea, a toilet break, and a little walk around
with the dogs which always caused a lot of attention from the public, specially
when not only do you get one dog out of the trailer but 3.
Once we got into France on the 2nd September at 6.10am we had a few more
breaks and we got the chance to take a doggie selfie just to show that even
though it can be a very long trip it can also be very enjoyable and fun to do. In
France if you use the ring roads to avoid paying very steep tolls charges on the
motorway its not always easy to find service stations so you need to plan
where you fuel up. If you do choose to go on the motorway for a section of the journey you will find
resting areas with woods for the dogs and caravans every 15km and very modern and well equipped
service stations every 20km.
We arrived at the Calais Ferry Terminal at 1am. The whole journey is done without stopping at any
border until you reach Calais. At Calais you will encounter the UK Customs Border where you need
to show your passport and the dogs passports too. You also need to use the microchip scanner to
identify each dog so they can check with the passport that you are traveling with the correct dog. Before we board the Ferry we walk all the
dogs and let them walk for a bit and have some water so they can then
relax on the crossing. We boarded our ferry at 3am. We arrived in the UK
on the 2nd September at 6.40am.
It may be a very long way to come, but I do have to say that I have done
this journey a few times now and every time is as enjoyable as the last. If
you have the time I strongly recommend that you try it at least once.
Article written by Ana Vidal
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EU PET TRAVEL SCHEM E
CHANGES FROM 29 DECEMBER
2 014
Information for pet owners
Changes to the pet travel scheme will come into effect on 29 December 2014. This guidance explains
what’s changing and why.
The changes are mainly designed to strengthen enforcement across the EU, increase levels of compliance and improve the security and traceability of the pet passport.
The changes give effect to a new EU pet travel Regulation (576/2013).
If you already have a passport for your pets, you do not need to get a new one.
The pet travel scheme
The main requirements of the scheme will stay the same. All dogs, cats and ferrets travelling with their
owner will still require:
• microchipping
• vaccination against rabies
• a blood test 30 days after vaccination (if returning or travelling from an unlisted third country)
• a pet passport issued by an authorised vet (or third country certificate issued by an official vet)
• a waiting period after primary vaccination and prior to travel: o 21 days if travelling from another EU
country or a listed third country
• a waiting period following blood sampling o 3 months if travelling from for unlisted third countries
• treatment against the EM tapeworm (dogs only)
There are exceptions to some of these preparations in certain circumstances. If you are planning to travel with your pet you must read the detailed guidance at: www.gov.uk/pet-travel-information-for-petowners2
What’s changing and what you have to do
The key changes affecting pet owners are outlined below:
1. A new pet passport
A new style pet passport will be introduced from 29 December 2014.
However if you already have a passport for your pet you do not need to get a new one. Existing passports will remain valid for the lifetime of the pet (or until all the treatment spaces are filled).
The new style passport will include laminated strips designed to cover those pages with the pet’s details,
microchip information and each rabies vaccination entry. This will help prevent anyone tampering with
this information once it has been completed by a vet.
The vet issuing the pet passport will also need to fill in their details on a new ‘Issuing of the passport’
page and must make sure that all their contact details are included when they certify vaccinations and
treatments.
The UK pet passport will also now include a unique passport number printed on every page .
These changes will improve the traceability and security of the pet passport and enable us to contact the
vet who issued the passport if anything goes wrong.
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2. The introduction of checks across the EU
If you travel with your pet in the EU you may be asked for your pet’s passport when entering other countries. This is because all EU countries are required to carry out some checks on pet movements within the
EU.
You must make sure that your pet is fully compliant with the rules of the EU pet travel scheme before you
leave the UK. In particular, you must wait 21 days from the date of your pet’s primary rabies vaccination
before you travel (the day of vaccination counts as day 0 not day 1). Your vet can advise you on this point. If
you have a new style pet passport they will put a ‘valid from’ date in the primary vaccination entry; this will
be the earliest date you can travel.
All pets entering Britain on approved routes will continue to be checked by the carriers either prior to
boarding (for rail or sea) or upon entry (air).
3. A new minimum age for rabies vaccination
From 29 December 2014 your pet must be at least 12 weeks old before you can get it vaccinated against
rabies for the purposes of pet travel.
These rules will be the same across the EU and help pet checkers carry out compliance checks. It will also
prevent very young pets being moved across the EU.
4. New rules for those travelling with more than five pets
If you have more than five pets and wish to travel with them within the EU and/or return to the UK (unless
you are going to a show or competition) you will need to comply with additional rules. These include:
• travelling from a registered premises
• using an authorised transporter and
• registering the movement on the TRACES system
If you are travelling from outside the EU you will also need to enter through a Border Inspection Post.
Shows and competitions
If you are travelling with more than five pets (aged over six months) and can present written evidence that
they are registered to attend a show, competition or sporting event (or training for such an event) you do
not need to comply with these extra rules and can continue to travel under the EU pet travel scheme.
The evidence you provide will need to show at least the name of the event, together with the address and
date(s) it is taking place. You may also be asked to sign a declaration confirming that you are eligible to
make use of this exemption. This requirement may change – we’re consulting on some of these details – so
you should check the website for up to date information before you travel.
5. Requirements for pets entering the UK/EU
If you are entering the UK (or another EU country) and your journey began outside the EU you must sign a
declaration confirming that you do not intend to sell or transfer ownership of your pet. The format of this
declaration is outlined in Part 3 of Annex IV to Regulation 577/2013..
If you are not able to accompany your pet then you (or a person you have authorised in writing) must travel
within 5 days of your pet’s movement. This rule applies both to travel within the EU and for movements
from outside the EU.
6. Clearer definition of cat, dog and ferret
The new EU Regulation specifically states that the only species of pet animal that can travel under the EU
pet travel rules are:
• Canis lupis familiaris – domestic dog
• Felis silvestris catus – domestic cat
• Mustela putorius furo – ferret

EMDC UK Newsletter

Page 15

The reason for this change is to make sure that wild animals can’t be moved under rules designed for pet
travel.
This change will not affect the majority of pet owners. However, if your pet is a hybrid (such as a Bengal
or Savannah cat, or a Wolfdog) then you must seek advice from the Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency before you travel. They will advise you on the import requirements for your pet. See
‘Contact us’ below.
Don’t forget…
• Your pet must receive the correct treatments in the correct order. In particular, your pet must have
been microchipped before it receives its rabies vaccination. If your pet was vaccinated before being
microchipped then it will need to be re-vaccinated after the microchip is inserted.
• If you take your pet abroad it may be exposed to diseases which we do not have in the UK. We recommend you consult your vet about your pet’s health and fitness to travel before you take it abroad. Ask
your vet for advice on the appropriate treatments for the part of the world you are travelling to.
• The pet travel rules apply to all dogs, cats and ferrets travelling with their owners (including assistance
and guide dogs). You are responsible for ensuring your pet meets all the rules for entering the UK under
the pet travel scheme. Make sure you have had the procedures carried out in the correct order and that
your pet’s documentation is correctly completed. If you do not, your pet may not be able to enter the
country or may have to be quarantined on arrival. This will mean delay and cost you money.
• If you are bringing a dog, cat or ferret into the UK in order to sell it or pass it to a new owner (e.g. for
rehoming), you cannot travel under the pet travel scheme. Instead you must comply with the rules of
the Balai Directive. Further information is available: www.defra.gov.uk/animal-trade/imports-non-eu/
iins/live-animals/iins-other-animals-balai/iin-bllv-5/
• Stringent penalties are in place for those that break the pet travel rules in order to bring animals into
the UK illegally. Pets that are non-compliant pose a potentially serious risk to both animal and human
health. Anyone with information relating to illegal activity should contact their local Trading Standards
office.

Contact us
For further information on any of the changes outlined above or for enquiries relating to pet travel,
please contact the Pet Travel Scheme helpline:
• Telephone: 0370 241 1710 Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm (closed on bank holidays)
• Email: pettravel@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk

Source of information collect from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pet-travel-guidanceon-changes-to-the-eu-scheme-from-29-december-2014
Information was correct at the time of collection on the 20/01/2015
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This page is dedicated to the dogs health issues that might be interesting for all members to be aware of.
I also want to ask members to please share any health or behaviour issues you may have experienced
with your dogs, so we can share with others who maybe be going through the same or may know someone who might. Please email me at anaritauk@hotmail.co.uk

Life with an orthopedically
challenged puppy
A r t i c l e b y G i t t e L i n d b e r g , O w n e r
o f T h u n d e r . P l y m o u t h , D e v o n
Thunder is a loving, playful and handsome one year old teenager who is blissfully unaware of his physical predicament as he bunny hops across the garden or stumbles along when out walking. As long as we
are together and having a fun time he will ignore most discomfort given the choice. However, this has
not been an option since an X-ray indicated significant skeletal malformation at the age of five months,
and a CT scan produced the diagnosis of marked bilateral hip dysplasia, marked bilateral elbow dysplasia, bilateral stifle OCD and minor bilateral shoulder OCD three months later. “A tragic case. The worst I
have ever seen”, as the orthopaedic surgeon Thunder was referred to noted. Whilst Thunder has grown
in size and energy, he has remained restricted to the kind of physical activity associated with a young
puppy, i.e. short walks, no leaping, no climbing of stairs, no excited racing around the field next door
(although the inclination is very much there!), playing his favourite tug-of-war games lying down to not
place excessive weight on his front legs, having to get in and out of the car using a ramp, etc. Only time
will tell if this state of affairs will ever improve or how long he will be able to keep up even the current
level of activity.
Despite having tentatively researched suitable family dogs for a while and identified an Estrela as prime
contender we had no experience of Estrelas before we bought Thunder. We had mistaken Leonbergers
for Estrelas a few times – till we learnt to spot the differences – but had not gone to Crufts or dedicated
Estrela events to see them in the flesh. Partly due to distance – we live on the Devon/Cornwall border partly as we weren't necessarily about to buy one just yet. This changed when I spotted an Estrela bitch
in the boot of a car in a local super market. Not only was it my first close encounter with this lovely
sounding breed I had so far only read about, but the bitch had puppies too! Little surprise it felt like it
was meant to be.
We soon went to see both parents and the puppies, and duly fell in love with both breed and offspring.
We had done some home work, including reading the Health section on the EMDC website, so enquired
about hip and elbow scoring only to be informed that the parents hadn't been scored and neither had
the dogs from who they were bred. Our lack of prior experience of Estrelas meant we didn't know how
prevalent hip and elbow problems were, but we were nevertheless disappointed and worried to hear
this. However, the breeders assured us that the breeder of their dogs had bred Estrelas for 30 years
without health testing and had experienced no problems doing so. I still remember talking it over with
my husband a few nights later, laptop switched on and displaying the EMDC Health webpage; myself
saying “I know they should have been scored but let's take a chance”. I had the final word and carry full
responsibility for going against our gut instinct which was to walk away. I wish I could say that I fully
stand by my decision to buy, as it sounds petty, selfish and cold hearted saying anything else about one's
lovely puppy, but when I think of how much time and energy I have since spent worrying about and trying to find solutions to Thunder's immense problems, and of how different life with a healthy puppy
would have been for my family, not least my children, it is difficult not to regret it.
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Following diagnosis of Thunder's various ailments we have had to decide on different types of surgery.
First, there was the possibility of cleaning up the elbow joints by means of arthroscopy, thus removing
floating bone fragments and bits of worn off cartilage. Since this was unlikely to produce lasting improvement, as it doesn't address the underlying physiological issue of misaligned bones, we agreed with the
orthopaedic surgeon to not put him through the operation and six weeks recovery per joint. Then arose
the question of whether to instead pursue a more invasive surgical route for the elbows, for which there
are different procedures aimed at either addressing the root cause through grafting of the bones or bypassing it through transferring the weight bearing onto “hinges” on either side of the leg rather than in
the joint.
At the moment we will not proceed with any of these procedures as they would only be a (likely) solution
to one problem out of four, after which Thunder would still suffer from significant issues with his hind
legs which ought to also be solved to prevent his current tendency to place too much weight on the front
to compensate for the weakness at the back. If we were to go down the surgical route we would be looking at operations on three sets of joints, four if his shoulders were to deteriorate, including major surgery
like bilateral hip replacement, with the risk that all surgery carries as well as the prolonged recovery
needed. Our surgeon recommended not to embark on these operations as he didn't feel it was right to
put an animal through so much. Whilst my husband is very much in agreement with this, I am torn between surgery and the alternative of conservative management of the conditions, since without surgery
Thunder is likely to have deteriorated significantly by the age of three and will have a much shortened life
span.
As things stand, we have opted for conservative management and Thunder is therefore receiving physiotherapy and will soon start hydrotherapy. He is also having various supplements, which I am introducing
one at a time to be able to identify which ones work as there is a limit to what we can afford to buy him.
Ironically, his insurance provides fairly good cover for conventional treatments - surgical or medicinal
(e.g. it pays for his non-steroidal anti-inflammatory tablets) - but only limited cover for complementary
treatments. Hence, financially it might have worked out cheaper for us in the long run to proceed with
surgery than with these less invasive treatments. The bottom line with conservative management is that
it is treating symptoms like inflammation and pain and is building muscle mass to compensate for faulty
joints. It is not addressing the skeletal problems as such, and is therefore palliative rather than curative,
and may only work for a limited time, if at all.
Based on our experience – the worry; the stress involved in taking significant health decisions; the sheer
inconvenience of spending significant amounts of time researching conditions and treatments and taking
the dog to its various appointments; the inability to enjoy days out with a dog who couldn't possibly cope
with the physical strain of a long walk in places like Dartmoor; the knowledge that my children will not
experience Thunder to live to a grand old age but will have to say good bye prematurely - I strongly recommend only buying a puppy from parents who have been health tested. I know hip and elbow scoring cannot weed out all orthopaedic problems or completely eradicate dysplasia, but it will significantly
reduce the likelihood of your puppy suffering from these conditions. I so wish that it could be made compulsory for breeders to breed from health tested dams and sires as they ought to take responsibility for
the quality and animal welfare of the puppies they produce. The onus should not solely be on buyers to
walk away from risky cases, as this is not how it works when purchasing anything else, and neither is it an
easy thing to do when there are as few puppies available as is the case with Estrelas. Being told that one
of the main Estrela breeders in the country has bred from non-health tested dogs for 30 years, the ultimate product of which is Thunder, makes me fear for the breed in the UK. All credit goes to those breeders who go about their business responsibly and do health test, however they seem to be breeding the
minority of puppies in this country. Hence, I can honestly say that were I ever to buy another Estrela I
would look abroad to those countries where health testing has been compulsory for years and where the
risks to the gene pool caused by blind breeding of generations of dogs has therefore been much reduced.
I would never take a chance again.
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Pet Blood Bank:
Pet Blood Bank UK is a charity that provides a national canine blood bank. Our products and services are available
to all UK veterinary professionals. We collect blood from donors at organised collection sessions in locations
throughout the UK. The blood donated at these sessions is taken to our state of the art processing unit in Loughborough where it is processed into red blood cells and plasma products. It is then stored, ready to be supplied to
veterinary practices across the UK.
Canine Donor Criteria
If you would like your dog to be considered as a donor there are certain criteria that they need to meet.
Donors should:
- be aged between one and eight years old
- weigh more than 25kg
- have a good temperament
- never have travelled abroad
- be up to date on all vaccinations
- be fit and healthy
- not be on any medication
If your dog meets all of the above criteria, you can register them for a future collection session.
If your dog is not suitable, there are still lots of ways that you can get involved in helping us.

Volunteer with Pet Blood Bank
As a charity, Pet Blood Bank UK relies on the generosity of pet owners and veterinary professionals who give up
their time to support our work in a number of ways. Ways to help include:
Volunteering to help at collection sessions
Helping at our collection sessions can be very rewarding. You get to meet the doggy donors and their owners and
to look after them during the session. Register as a volunteer
Find your nearest blood collection session.
Volunteer to help at the Pet Blood Bank Centre
A range of administration tasks need to be done at our office and processing unit in Loughborough from booking
appointments to sending out collection tins. If you live near Loughborough and would like to help we would love
to hear from you. Register as a volunteer
Spread the word about Pet Blood Bank amongst pet owners
Do you know somebody with a dog that would be suitable to donate blood? Tell them about Pet Blood Bank. Like
our Facebook page and spread the word amongst your friends about the need for donor dogs to be put forward.
If you attend dog shows or other events where lots of pet owners will be present, you can volunteer to give out
leaflets about Pet Blood Bank or even represent us on a stall. If you would like to volunteer on behalf of Pet Blood
Bank in this way, please contact us.
Raise funds to help further the work of Pet Blood Bank

Please visit Pet Blood Bank website for more information http://www.petbloodbankuk.org/
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Amanda Seyfried with the love of her life,
Finn
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Katherine Heigl and her rescued Chihuahua,
Gertrude
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As we all know the EMD Club UK is often contacted and made aware of cases that need re-homing.
Our latest's case is a 3 year old girl who has come legally from Romania with her passport, her name is
Monday.
She is good with children, fairly good on lead, scared of mirrors and we are not sure if she likes cats. She
has been spayed, microchipped and inoculated. Her naughtiest habit seems to be that she will chase
squirrels.
It would appear that Monday has received very little training and needs some firm handling to start with
just to show her that she is not boss. It seems that she has rather ruled the roost and just needs some
boundaries set.
This young lady is in quite urgent need of a forever home as her foster home is no longer suitable.
If you would like any more details please ask Marcia or Heather.
There has been brought to my attention that there is a second girl in rescue, however not a lot of information has been given yet. Again please contact Marcia or Heather for more information.

Rescue & Health Co-ordinator: Heather Jeremiah
Contact: heatherjeremiah@hotmail.com
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The club and how
involved

to get

Present committee Members 2015
President: Carla Molinari (Portugal)
Chairman: Heather Jeremiah
Treasurer: Ana Rita Vidal
Secretary: Marcia Dovey
Committee:
Sylvia Cox
Hugh Cox
Pedro Silva
Jen Rankin

Other positions:
Rescue & Health Co-ordinator: Heather Jeremiah
Contact: heatherjeremiah@hotmail.com
Newsletter: Ana Rita Vidal
Contact: anaritauk@hotmail.co.uk
Club Shop: Marcia Dovey
Contact: sturtmoor@sky.com
Tlf: 0780 727 4709 (Mobile)
Address: 50 Beech Grove
Oakdale
Gwent
NP12 0NB
You are welcome to contact us at any time if you would like to be more involved
with the club.
Any help is very much appreciated.
We also want you to feel you can contribute to the newsletters with stories, experiences, photos, articles etc. We want to hear from you :)
Next Issue coming to you in July…….

